
Year 3 and 4 Maths at 
Tadpole Farm 

This booklet has been written to help you understand the methods used in mathematics in 
our year group. These methods will be taught as part of the maths lessons and revisited 

through their home learning. We would encourage parents to use the same methods so that 
the children can become confident with them. 

We use the following terms to create a progression of methods:
Concrete: Using objects and manipulatives to solve problems. 
Pictorial: Drawing pictures and diagrams to solve problems. 

Abstract: Using written methods to solve problems. 



Addition
Vocabulary we use: parts and wholes, plus, 
add, altogether, more, total, sum, ‘is equal to’, 
‘is the same as’



Addition continued



Subtraction
Vocabulary we use: take away, less than, the 
difference, subtract, minus. 



Subtraction continued



Multiplication 
Vocabulary we use: double, times, multiplied 
by, groups of, lots of



Multiplication continued



Division
Vocabulary we use: share, group, divide, divided 
by, half. 



Division continued 
Year 4 upwards


